Easter at Stalham Baptist Church
CELEBRATION Online Easter Service
Our online service will be available from
1am UK time on Sunday 4th April
You will find it at
https://www.stalhambaptist.org.uk/
Then click on this icon

Currently we are not able to hold the Sonrise Service at How Hill
If there is any change to the guidance we will publish the details on
the above website.

My Rainbow Easter Prayer
Designed and Written

By Poppy aged 8
Dear Lord Jesus

Red is for the blood you gave for us on the cross.
Orange is for the flowers you have made.
Yellow is for the sun so bright.
Green is for the grass where we like to play and fly our kites.
Blue is for the sky for the birds and planes.
Indigo is for the pouring rain.
Purple is for your royalty, thank you Lord for dying
and rising for me.

Amen

Welcome to the Easter 2021 edition of
Community Scene produced by
Stalham Baptist Church.
A Really Big Thankyou
To Steve English, who has produced all our great cartoons, Barbara
and Geoff Reynolds who helped with production and Roger, Niki and
Katie Newman at our printers Century Printing High Street Stalham also all the amazing volunteers who deliver the magazine
for all their help.
You can contact us at editor@communityscene.org.uk
or phone David Child on 07799262645.

Easter Articles From All Ages
In this issue we have been blessed to
receive articles from across the age
spectrum. Pictured left Poppy,
Autumn and Gracie. Poppy has
written the prayer on page 2 and
Gracie a poem on page 15.
Katie a year 11 student at Stalham
High School reflects on the
pandemic’s impact on the school’s
community, on
page 14.
Then there is one of SBC worship leaders,
Barbara Reynolds (pictured right) who
mentioned her age in her article (67). She
talks about a Good News week. Barbara
always has lots of energy and humour
which shines out in her writing on page 6.

Page 4
Norman Lamb

Page 5
Supporting Missionaries
Page 6
Good News & Collapsing Cliffs
Page 7
Carrying Baggage & Energy Bills
Help

Pages 8 - 9
Pandemic
Page 10
He Came To Give
Page 11
SBC Refurbishment
Page 12
HHI

Food Bank and Energybank
SBC is open Monday to Friday from 10.00am to 12 noon to
receive donations for the food bank and personal prayer. Jerry
or Ron will be on hand to ensure all safety measures are met.
The Food Bank is open on Fridays in the Stables, 1.15 to
3.00pm. If you need help, or know someone in difficulty, either
contact the Citizens Advice Service 0344 411 1444, the Food
Bank on 07826376343, or contact Ron Skivington at
minister@stalhambaptist.org.uk
If you know someone or if you are struggling with energy bills
go to page 7 for some help and advice.
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Swan and John

mutual support to one another in so many ways.

Sir Norman Lamb talks

When I stood down from Parliament in 2019, I
launched a Mental Health and Wellbeing Fund
with my wife, Mary, through the brilliant Norfolk
Community Foundation. The aim is to support
grassroots organisations across Norfolk who do
vital work to improve the lives of children,
teenagers and young adults with mental ill
health, learning disabilities and autism. Often,
they work on a shoestring - amazing people giving of
themselves to support others. These are the
organisations which offer early support to prevent
deterioration of health. Now, they face even greater
pressure.

about mental health
Mental ill health touches most families – including my
own. The impact can be painful and devastating and
can have a knock-on effect on the whole family.
During my time as Member of Parliament for North
Norfolk, I was horrified at the number of cases I came
across of people who had been badly let down by
mental health services in Norfolk – in some cases
teenagers having to wait a year before their first
appointment for treatment. Waiting times for autism
diagnosis are even worse. Sadly, none of this is unique
to Norfolk. Across the country, there are families in
despair, waiting far too long for help.
Now, we also have to face the consequences of the
Covid-19 crisis. As the pandemic has dragged on, I
have grown increasingly concerned about the longer
-term psychological fallout of what so many people
are going through. Lost jobs,
businesses built up through
years of toil, now on the
brink, incomes dried up,
loved ones lost. For younger
people a growing sense of a
more uncertain future,
cancelled exams, loss of
physical contact with friends.
And don’t forget those who
are already dealing with
mental ill health. Many will
be experiencing heightened
anxiety.

As we developed our plans, we saw the value in
helping these organisations to work together to
become more effective. That’s why last year, we
established, alongside Norfolk Community
Foundation, the ‘Sir Norman Lamb Coalition for
Young People’, bringing together Norfolk-based
voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE)
organisations working with children and young
people to help strengthen their existing services and
encourage and promote innovation to help enrich
our children and young people’s lives. The Coalition
provides access to financial
support from our Fund,
Sir Norman and Mary
training, resources and
opportunities, as well as
sharing evidence-based best
practice. And by working
together, we can give these
organisations a stronger voice.
So far, over 40 groups from
the length and breadth of
Norfolk have joined.
Our aim is for Norfolk to
demonstrate to the rest of the
country how best to make a
difference to the lives of young people.

It also seems as if cases of domestic violence have
increased during periods of lockdown - the victim
trapped in their home with an abusive partner.
Children are too often the silent witnesses of this
violence or direct victims of abuse themselves. The
long-term psychological scars can be profound.

Together, we can demonstrate that Norfolk cares.
And this Spring, thanks to the generosity of local
people donating to our Fund, we are able to hand
out grants totalling over £50,000.00 to groups
across Norfolk doing this vital work.

Coronavirus has been deadly and the Government
has had no choice but to battle its way through this
physical health crisis, but it is vital that we do not
overlook the psychological impact in the months and
years ahead.

We can make sure that our young people have a
bright future. We have got it within ourselves as a
county to make a difference. As we make our way
through the darkness cast by coronavirus, let’s build
something for our county for which we can all be
proud.

We all have a stake in mental health - now more
than ever. The Government must seek to ensure that
mental health services do not buckle under the
pressure. But we all have a part to play in
supporting one another. I have been in complete awe
at neighbourhoods and communities across Norfolk
coming together to meet the challenge of Covid. In
the face of the horror and tragedy of this pandemic,
we have witnessed the very best of people, offering
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To find out more about the Sir Norman Lamb Mental
Health and Wellbeing Fund or to contribute, go to:
https://www.norfolkfoundation.com/givingphilanthropy/mental-health/ or send a cheque made
payable to Norfolk Community Foundation
(referencing Norman Lamb on the reverse of the
cheque) to the Norfolk Community Foundation, St.
James Mill, Whitefriars, Norwich, NR3 1TN.
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SBC Looking and Caring beyond

Sarah & Paul
Brown

our locality.
As you will have seen from previous issues although
RELIEF: Responding
we endeavour to be proactive as part of the Stalham to disasters, manarea community by hosting and supporting various
made and natural,
groups who use our premises (e.g. the Foodbank), we collaboratively meeting immediate needs, enabling
also have close contact and support prayerfully and long-term recovery and building future resilience.
financially church actions in the wider world. Writes
We partner with 3 families. 1 working at the
Geoff Reynolds.
Guinebor2 hospital in Chad, 1 promoting Justice and
Our prime focus is on the work of the Baptist Mission Education in Thailand and 1 involved in Health &
Society. BMS currently employs or supports 58
Development in Afghanistan. Check out these videos
Christians working in at least 17 different countries
on You tube.
on various projects which can be in diverse categories A focus on Guinebor2: HEALTH https://youtu.be/
sharing the love of Jesus while helping to improve the qki9Rgunjqw
lot of the local population wherever they
A new project by Sarah (& Paul) Brown
are. These categories are;
who work in rehabilitation projects in
CHURCH: Evangelising, planting churches
the north of Thailand getting JUSTICE
and supporting networks of culturally
for trafficked and displaced persons.
relevant Christian communities, formed
Go to “Arise Cake Creations” to see
and led by indigenous believers, not
recipes by Sarah. In past years Paul &
colonial mission.
Sarah established a bakery in Bangkok
The Shrubsoles
DEVELOPMENT: Helping poor people to
giving training and employment. P&S
Working in Chad
thrive, helping communities help
have moved on now the ladies have
themselves, training, supporting and
taken ownership and responsibility for
coming alongside them to enable an experience of
the bakery. Project success!
economic, social and sustainable wellbeing.
An example of action in Afghanistan:
EDUCATION: Enabling girls, women, boys and men to HEALTH and DEVELOPMENT
access education and enhance their life opportunities. https://youtu.be/xz_Pk-D_ujU
Empowering those on the margins with knowledge,
skills and hope.
Other Missions:
HEALTH: Training doctors, treating patients,
SBC also follow the work of Mission Aviation
counselling the traumatised and enabling flourishing, Fellowship, The Leprosy Mission, Tools with a Mission
through prevention and care, from the beginning of
and Salt Malawi. We have members of our fellowship
life to its end.
who have had an interest in these over many years.
JUSTICE: Fighting injustice by educating about rights
Some have a personal affiliation to the work or
and advocating for those without a voice.
know / have known someone involved in it, our
Challenging the structures that oppress and setting
treasurer Stewart went to Malawi to advise on
captives free.
agricultural matters a few years ago. So we keep
LEADERSHIP: Empowering and equipping local leaders informed of what’s happening with them now and
with skills, support and a biblical understanding of
how to pray to support the activities.
Christ-centred leadership, and thereby maximising
Google them if you like but more of them in the next
impact.
issue!

Eggsactly as they were recorded
Easter memories taken from Stalham Baptist Sunday School Minute books.
1932 On Easter Sunday a Flower and Egg Service was held and 202 eggs were sent to the N&N Hospital. A letter of thanks
was received. Flowers were sent to sick friends.
1933 Easter Sunday 16th April 1933. Eggs were bought as usual. 24 dozen were sent to the Jenny Lind hospital, for which a
letter of thanks was received.
1934 Easter Sunday. Today we held our usual Egg Service and were able to send 15 dozen eggs to the Jenny Lind. The Rev.
Chedburn gave a most interesting address to which parents listened with interest.
1965 Egg Service. It was reported that 99 eggs were received and distributed to Mr L Spanton, Sydney
house and Ingham Old Hall Nursing Home.
1973 Easter Sunday - 144 eggs received.
1974 185 eggs were received on Easter Sunday.

What comes into your mind when thinking about Easter? Maybe, not fresh eggs, but chocolate
eggs!! Easter is not about eggs - it is all about Jesus - His death and resurrection.
Community Scene Easter 2021
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“manned” it, making and distributing parcels and to
all those who’ve contributed – more good news.
How about the snow? I’m 67 (don’t look a day over
66) and made my first snow angel during January. We
(husband and I) were coming back from our
“exercise” (slow local walk and a good way to work
up an appetite for tea and cake) when I decided it
was time to join the snow angels. I looked both ways
to check no one was about, then lay on my back in
our front garden and angelled! Great fun. Hadn’t
thought how hard it might be to get up again – or
that by the time I did get up, with help from the man
himself, folk had gathered (and giggled.)
…and I’ve made a macramé plant potholder (kit was
a present from one of my sons and his family a
few Christmases ago.) Yes, I put a spider plant
in it and it looks very 1960s, but I learned a
new skill and it was FUN. I’m also a dab
hand (tee hee) at paint-by-numbers.
Maybe you’ve tried something new? Hope
you’ve enjoyed it (and had a better result
than my “Hedwig” that I knitted for one
of my granddaughters…)
I could go on (and often do) but Easter’s
coming and the reason we celebrate is
that even after “Good” Friday (which
always seemed an inappropriate name to
me) close on its heels comes Easter Sunday
when Jesus came back from the dead –
GOOD NEWS indeed (and a reason why Good
Friday is not inappropriately tagged.) AND it can
be GOOD NEWS for each of us personally, because
Jesus will be with us every day – in or out of
lockdown – if we ask Him to.
Do read Ron’s article page 7 for more info…. or
contact someone from SBC.

Its Good News Week
Good news from lockdown? Are you mad?
Well, some of my family and friends (nay, let’s be
honest, most of them,) have decided that I’m slightly
on the “crazy” side – or live in a parallel universe (as
my husband says) - and those of you who’ve seen
some of the online services may think in a similar
way…
So, who am I? Barbara. The one whose hair now
resembles a shorter version of Kate Humble’s
(but mine’s grey and my face is fatter!)
OK so there are many HUGE, bad things
about Covid – and much of lockdown
has not been any fun - but it struck me
it might be time to share some of the
things I’ve found good about
lockdown…
Easy start – Captain Tom – loved his
perseverance, his smiley face and
positive look on life, also the AMAZING
amount he raised for the NHS.
Talking of raising money for charity
we’ve just had a badly dented delivery
from Wilko. Squashed boxes, broken pack
of bird seed, bird feeder in bits, soggy
shampoo bottle. So, what’s good news about that?
After a few emails Wilko allowed us to make a
donation to the local Foodbank instead of paying
them for the items that were still useable. Well done
Wilko (other stores are available…)
Well done Foodbank too – to all those who’ve

Is It

Christmas Yet?

Happisburgh’s Disappearing Coast
White’s Directory of 1845 states in
relation to St Mary’s Church
Happisburgh “The church is a lofty
pile with a fine embattled tower, 112
feet high, standing on an elevated
point of land, within a short distance
of a sea-cliff, which, rising

perpendicularly, and having
an understratum of sand and
gravel, is so continually
wasted by the agitation of the
tides and storms, that it is
calculated the church will be
engulfed in the ocean before
the close of the
ensuing century, the
sea having encroached
upwards of 170 yards
(155 metres) during the
last sixty years.”

Remnants of Happisburgh’s last defence
Community Scene Easter 2021

The wooden revetments
built in 1959 slowed the
erosion process down
but since they have not
been maintained the
cliffs are rapidly
disappearing St Mary’s
is now around 100
6

A Road To Nowhere

metres from the sea. This winter has
seen devastating cliff falls not just
from the storms battering the cliffs
but also the surface water cascading
off the fields, which acts as a
lubricant creating landslips.
If the erosion continues at this pace it
would seem that White’s Directory of
1845 could be right.
For more information go to the
excellent Happisburgh Village
Website at http://happisburgh.org.uk/
www.stalhambaptist.org.uk

MANY OF US LIVE CARRYING

to be that way, we can live
with both constant hope
and joy regardless of
our problems and
circumstances. That
is not to deny the
reality of this past
year and all that
The message of Easter last year, this year, any year is it has negatively
one of great Hope and Joy, something to celebrate. It brought to us but
has been said the church is the hope of the world
it does mean we
because of the message it has been entrusted with don't need to live
that life wins and death is defeated. Yes, Jesus was
being defined by our
killed, buried in a sealed tomb but death couldn't
problems, cares and
hold Him down and no pandemic can defeat Him or
worries. When
diminish the significance of His resurrection. Writes
lockdowns are over and
we can go back to having
Revd Ron Skivington.
greater contact with a wider range of people it will be
Often that message however seems to get shrunk to
right and proper that we give ourselves [where
"all of us have done wrong and as a result have been
necessary] the time and place to lament, grieve,
placed on the most severe of naughty steps [i.e.]
mourn and to process all we have gone through, but
separated from God and therefore will spend eternity
may we do it with an eye on the Easter hope.
cut off from Him, but by believing Jesus died in our
place, by apologising to God, the
I like these words of Jesus [John 14:1
good news is He will forgive and
-6] "set your troubled hearts at rest.
give you your golden ticket
Trust in God, trust also in Me. In my
guaranteeing your place in heaven.
Father’s house there are many rooms
That's all true but the message is
and I am going to prepare a place for
actually wider than that, it is that
you and I will receive you to Myself,
we were created in the image, and
for I am the way, the truth and the
after the likeness, of God only that
life" and [John 10:10] " I have come
has become marred in us and as a
[said Jesus] that you may have
result we all live at less than our
abundant life." People look in all
potential, we fire on a limited
sorts of places for what they hope,
number of cylinders, but because of
expect, will give them the life they
all Jesus did around what we call Easter the life He
want. The solution, the answer, is found in the one
now offers us is one that restores that image and
who makes easter, Easter.
allows people to find their full potential. So many of May you experience that life this year.
us live carrying all manner of unhelpful baggage that
Image by InspiredImages from Pixabay
affects every relationship we have, pretty much all we
do, and limits our horizons. Easter says it doesn't need

ALL MANNER OF

UNHELPFUL BAGGAGE

Struggling with Energy Bills
Cromer and District Foodbank have been running an Energybank
scheme for the last five years, which aims to support those struggling to meet their energy bills. We operate this on a similar system to the Foodbank scheme whereby clients are referred to us by
an agency issuing a voucher. The fund we use for this is made up
of grants and donations from groups and individuals and to make
sure that support is given to as many as possible, clients are limited to the number of vouchers they can receive. It is intended to
be a support for people, not a complete answer to their problems. So far this year, we have supported 120 different people or
families. We are able to support various energy options, from gas and electric card or key top-ups, to direct
debit payments and oil, calor gas, wood or coal deliveries. Usually this scheme runs through the winter from
November to March, but this year the trustees have decided to keep the scheme going through the summer by
allocating more money to the energy fund. We are very aware, from feedback, that clients are incredibly
grateful to receive this support so we are really pleased to be able to extend the scheme this year If you
would like any further information, please contact us at info@cromerdistrict.foodbank.org.uk or 07826
376343.
You can also contact Ron Skivington at minister@stalhambaptist.org.uk.
Community Scene Easter 2021
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Coping with a
Pandemic
As Community Scene goes to print a
road map has been announced by the
government to take us out of the grip
of the pandemic and we hope and
pray that this time we will journey
into a form of normality that survives
longer than a few weeks. For the last
year businesses have struggled with
multiple lockdowns, schools have had
difficulties keeping an education
system flowing and resident of care
homes have been deprived of visitors.
How have our local businesses coped?
Roger Newman of Century Printing
writes. Few businesses will have
escaped the effects of Covid, whether
for better or for worse or simply
through changing the way in which
they operate. Although some may
have experienced an increase in trade,
such as online retailers for instance,
the story for others is very different.
Here in Stalham, business activity is
centred
.
largely
around retail, tourism
and service industries,
many of whom since
23rd March last year
have been allowed to
open for just five
months. Whilst grants
and
furlough
payments
have
helped, the future for
a lot of them remains
uncertain. However,
there is a feeling of
optimism as we approach the
springtime with many hoping the
local economy will benefit from
tourism again this year, provided
Covid safety is not compromised
through
an
influx
of
visitors.
Here at Century Printing, we have
fortunately been able to continue to
provide our services throughout the
pandemic. Many of our businesses
customers though have related stories
of hardship and fears for the future,
although for the majority their resolve
to continue trading holds strong.
Further afield however, there have
sadly been some businesses closures,
either through insolvency or simply as
a result of a drop in demand for their
product or service. For many this has
Community Scene Easter 2021

been a hard decision to let go a
business that has been built up over
many
years.
Let’s hope the businesses of Stalham
and the surrounding area bounce back
as and when the lockdown is lifted
such that they can all continue to
trade once more. So, I say to
everyone, please use local businesses
whenever you can and help them to
survive for many years to come. The
old saying ‘use it or lose it’ is now
more
important
than ever”.

have slowed but the agricultural
workshop is busy. Sarah said, “It’s
possible this is due to farmers being
unsure about the effects of Brexit.”
The forecourt shop has been very busy
as people have been shopping locally
but petrol sales have plummeted
during the lockdowns - nationally
petrol sales are down by 85%.
Sarah explained “We are doing all we
can to support the community; we fill
cars with fuel for those who are selfisolating but have to
make
essential
journeys -they can
stay in their car and
we
can
take
payments through a
window, also we are
delivering
food,
milk, papers etc”
Sarah went on “We
also deliver gas bottles and recently
Dan took a bottle to a customer but
realised their bottle was half full and
there was a problem with the
adaptor. Dan replaced the adapter
and took the full bottle back to base.”
“We are hoping that
Nicholson's
the summer holidays
may
see
more
people
taking
staycations which would see a boost
in income for local businesses. I would
like to thank all the staff who have
achieved so
much
during the
pandemic
and
thank
all
our
customers for their continued support
for a traditional local business.” She
went on “I always want us to go the
extra mile and work with and for our
customers.”

Nicholson’s based
in Stalham Green
are a family run
business
specialising in Car,
Agricultural
and
Garden Machinery
services and was founded in 1938 by
Jimmy Nicholson.
Sarah Nicholson said, “The pandemic
has put a break on our plans to grow
the business, but we are fortunate
that the fact we have a range of
divisions serving the community
enables us to keep our heads above
water.”
But it’s not all been plain sailing for
the business. Sarah and
Tim
Nicholson
who
manage
the
company
have had to make some
tough decisions like closing
the car sales department
and reducing overtime.
They decided to keep the
car repair business open
simply to support key
workers, like nurses, who Forrest’s High Street Stalham.
needed to keep their Nigel, the current owner, bought the
vehicles running. Staff shop in November 2015. The shop
have been furloughed and dates to the 1940’s and has always
some are part of a buddying system. been known as Forrest’s, it still has
Sarah explained “We rely on our jars of sweets that can be bought by
staff’s expertise in many of our grams. Since the age of 21 Nigel has
departments, so for example, the two been self-employed and involved in
guys in agricultural parts, work one retailing. For many years he operated
week then furlough the next week. as market stall holder around
This protects our customers who rely Norfolk, including Stalham Market,
on us for parts to
until the land was
keep
their
sold to Tesco’s. It
machinery going. If
was on the markets
both
of
them
that Nigel learnt to
contracted
the
enjoy a little bit of
virus we would
banter
with
his
struggle to provide
customers.
the
services
Nigel said, “I started
needed
by our
as a stall holder in
agricultural
1991 but by then
clients.” Sales of
markets
were
in
Nigel with customer Pat
large
machinery
decline and affected
8
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by several economic downturns.”
Later he opened a shop at the
Bermuda Holiday Park, Hemsby and
another in Great Yarmouth. Like many
small retailers the pandemic has been
a real threat to his business. However
there have been some positives.
“Before the lockdown we delivered
about 4 newspapers a day but that
went up to 40, I would close the shop
around 10am, as we had lost staff to
the furlough system, then help people
by delivering papers and other
necessities. I was bit of a one-man
band. We currently have 5 paper
delivery people now” Nigel said. He
went on “My experience on the
markets stood me in good stead to
deal with some of the difficulties the
pandemic has thrown at me. Using
the supply contacts I built up on the
markets, I’ve tried to stock products
that are priced to fit people’s pockets
at this difficult time, the pound wall
(everything at a pound) I set up has
worked well. I always want to help
people if I can,” adding, “Christmas
gave us some momentum as
people seemed to be shopping
locally. I am hoping that the
coming summer will bring tourists,
who want to stay in the UK rather
than take foreign holidays, into
Stalham which would be good for all
the businesses in the area.”
Born in Hemsby Nigel enjoys being
part of the local community “I am
really grateful to my customers that
have stuck with me through the
pandemic. Their loyalty has helped
me get through an exceedingly
difficult time.”

Glenn
Russell
Executive
Headteacher writes.
Stalham Infant & Junior
Schools, like so many
schools, have had to
adapt to the change of
environment that we
find
ourselves
working in. This has
been difficult with
the
constant
changing
governmental
guidance
and
expectations.
However, this time has
really
seen
some
highlights and positives
emerge.
One key positive has been

communication links between families
and school. These have been as
strong, if not stronger than
during a "normal" year. We
have been able to build
more positive relationships
by talking to parents in
different ways than we
would normally.
Families have taken a
hands-on
approach
to
supporting and facilitating
their child's education and
have shown that sharing learning
with their child allows them to
understand the modern curriculum
and differing approaches to teaching,
for example, updated calculation
strategies, knowing a split digraph or
fronted adverbial.
Parents have spoken at their
amazement in that they are learning
from or alongside their child with how
diverse and varied the curriculum is.
Teaching during the pandemic has
shown that the staff at Stalham
Infant & Junior Schools have risen to
the challenge of remote learning with
creativity, compassion and care in a
way that has made me proud to lead
such a wonderful team.
Staff at Stalham schools have come
closer
together
to
form
a
collaborative working relationship,
where a culture of sharing and
supporting each other has been a
priority during this pandemic. The
positivity
around
supporting
colleagues has been fundamental
during this pandemic and it has been
really important that staff have been
able to share their expertise with each
other.
Not only have staff supported each
other
within
their
working
relationships, but they have been
there to support each other's'
well being during this
period of time too.
Staff
have
been
encouraged to learn a
new way of teaching to
deliver
remote
education, which has
increased
their
computing
skills.
These skills are being
reviewed to see how
we can embed these
skills further within
our practice moving
forward.
The
commitment
of
online
CPD
training
opportunities have been a
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How have our schools coped?

positive way for all staff to enhance
their skill set to further support
families within our schools. The
lockdown periods have given
staff the opportunities to focus
on training themselves as
well as their children. Staff
have undertaken a variety of
courses online that they may
not have had the opportunity
to do had this pandemic not
have happened.
Online learning has supported
children's' independence and has
developed them into mature learners
where they have been able to follow
instructions online to complete any
tasks set. Some of the learning tasks
have given the children more voice in
how they approach certain aspects of
their learning. Rather than being
directed to carry out learning in a
certain way, they have been given the
focus areas/tasks for them to then
find their own way in exploring the
learning in hand.
The support and collaboration of the
local families has been something to
be proud of. The way the children
have approached this difficult time is
equally
impressive.
All
have
contributed to making the best of a
bad situation. As a pair of schools
that believe in ‘Valued People,
Successful schools’ this situation
highlights the value and contribution
that
all
within
our
learning
community have made.
Adversity always has a way of
showing what people are truly made
of and here at Stalham Infant and
Junior Schools, I believe we have.
How have our care homes coped?
Georgina Cook writes. The residents
and staff at Sydney House would like
to thank all the residents of Stalham
for their support during the Covid-19
pandemic. We are all extremely
grateful for their kind wishes,
donations and generous positive
thoughts – and thank them for
supporting the home in their local
community. We would also would like
to thank all the staff at Sydney House
that have worked really hard during
this pandemic. We are continuing to
welcome new residents at Sydney
House on a short term and long-term
© First
basis, so if you know of someoneLutheran
who
is looking for full-time careCape
and
Cod
support, please contact the home 2018
on
01692 580520. Pictured above Sharon
a resident at Sydney House.
www.stalhambaptist.org.uk

HE CAME TO GIVE,
NOT TAKE.

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10:10.
Assistant Pastor Jerry Otieno writes. In John 10:1-16,
Jesus uses a figure of speech to remind us why he had to
come and die on the cross for us and why we celebrate
Easter. He talks about a sheepfold, the sheep, the
shepherds, the thieves and robbers, and the idea of
eternal life. He tells us that the thieves and the robbers
are strangers who stealthily come at night and climb into
the sheepfold with a mission to “kill, steal and destroy”.
The “Thief” here is satan or anything or person who comes
to rob us of life, steal our joy, kill the peace that we
possess, and adds pain and suffering to our everyday life.
He is the enemy who desires to steal our purpose in life
and intends to make us feel worthless and never good
enough. He wants us to believe the lie that our lives can’t
get any better than they are right
now and that we will always live
a life full of regrets from our past
failures and current weaknesses.
He aims to kill, steal and destroy
anything that is good in us and
seeks to take away from our lives.

in the future. In Christ, we can claim that the better life
starts right now. We can be sure of the fact he has a plan
for our lives. We can live a life of joy, hope, kindness, and
generosity because we know that we are loved and cared
for more than we could ever imagine. The Thief wants to
keep us from experiencing all of the life that God has
designed us for. All of us were created to walk with God,
know God, need God, and enjoy him forever.
So why did Jesus come? He came so that you and I can
have the abundant life that the thief does not want us to
have.
How is that possible? Well, in John 10:11 Jesus proclaims
that he is the good shepherd who provides life by laying
down his own life for the sheep. 1 Peter 2:24 explains, “He
himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we
might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his
wounds, you have been healed.” The good shepherd went
on the cross and paid for our sins that lead to our
destruction. He took it upon himself and through his
sacrifice, he made abundant life possible for you and me
if we believe in him.
This Easter may we find time to reflect upon the truth
that the reason why we celebrate
Easter is because Jesus came to
die for us so that we may have the
life that the Thief intends to steal
from us, to kill and destroy. May
God help us to trust in the Good
Shepherd wholeheartedly because
in him we find a life that satisfies.
He is the hand that keeps on
giving, while the Thief is the hand
that keeps taking and depleting
our abundance. May we learn to
hear the voice of the shepherd and
run away from the voice of the strangers who would like
to climb into our sheepfold and run riot.

By contrast, Jesus identifies
himself as the good shepherd who
leads, empowers, protects, feeds,
and waters the sheep because he
genuinely loves and cares for
them. He says” A thief is only there to steal and kill and
destroy. I came so they can have real and eternal life,
more and better life than they ever dreamed of.” This life
“The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because
that he promises is not about wealth, approval, success,
the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason
security, or popularity. It’s a life that draws meaning from
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” 1
God rather than things. It is not about a life of 'just
John 3:8
getting by’ or hoping that things will get better someday

Reached the End of the Road?
Sometimes in life problems and crises pile up on you and
there seems nowhere to turn.
Stalham Baptist Church has a group of people who will
pray for you or pray with you in your own home. If you
need some help contact Jan 07767432990 or Jerry
07733837687.
You can email minister@stalhambaptist.org.uk
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SBC Refurbishment
Plans 2021
Stalham Baptist Church (SBC) began life in the village
of Ingham in 1653 meeting in a barn attached to a
private house (on what is now Grove Road). Records
show that a congregation of between 2 to 300 hundred
were meeting regularly in the late 17th century. Writes
Maggie Harpur.
In 1745 a meeting house was built with adjoining
minister’s accommodation. It was subsequently rebuilt
in 1811. The chapel is long gone but the minister’s
house still survives, and you can see some of the
gravestones around the edge of the garden.

Yuletide Market
premises are available to hire for external
organisations too.
However, this past year due to the COVID-19
restrictions the church has only been able to be open
for worship a few times, though remaining open week
days 10 am to 12 noon as the local donation centre for
the Foodbank, then distributing food on Friday from
1.15 to 3.00pm.

A decision was made in 1878 to move from the Ingham
sight and build a new Baptist Church in Stalham due to
the current building being in need of major repairs.
Also, by then Stalham had become a thriving trade
centre with business coming into the town from boats
coming to Stalham Staithe and the railway.
On the 17th April 1884 the Chapel foundation stone was
laid and the first service taken by the Rev Chown of
Bloomsbury, London, was held on Thursday 23rd
October 1884. The new chapel cost £1,950 this being
partly offset by the sale of the Ingham properties and a
loan that was repaid in 1889 as a result of funds raised
through bazaars, sales, events and donations from the
congregation. There was seating for 350 people on the
ground floor and gallery with a kitchen, school room
and stabling (now the Stables) for up to 20 horses. The
first minister was Abraham Mendee Hertsbergh (of
Polish descent) who carried out the first baptism on 23rd
November 1884.
As with all properties over the years this Old Victorian
Chapel, built in1884, needed some love and attention
so plans were put in place between 2010- 2012 for a
major refurbishment programme beginning with the
Sanctuary where our services, baptisms, weddings and
funerals are held. The work took 12 months to do at a
cost of £160,000 financed by Gift Days, Offerings, Fund
Raising events, and Baptist Loans (very quickly paid off.

It has now become necessary to modernise and update
the facilities to bring them up to an acceptable
standard and provide a safe environment where many
more activities can take place. Priority areas identified
include the total refurbishment of the School Room (a
large hall) and ante rooms to include unisex and
disabled toilets, a new room created above the stairs
for small office/group meetings and the installation of
a new and larger kitchen.
SBC has always been a popular venue for local events
and our hope is that the school room will continue to
be well used for both internal church activities and by
the wider community.
Modernising and improving this building will enable it
to be used for the good of the community for decades
to come. We are at the stage where, in the near future,
plans will be finalised and submitted so that the
tendering process can begin and work carried out so
that the premises can continue to be used to the Glory
of God and for the good of the community for decades
to come.

Our first service in the newly
refurbished Sanctuary took
place on Sunday 16th December
2012.
SBC is a place of worship that
still has very strong
relationships with the local
community of Stalham a warm
welcome for everyone. We
would normally have an
ongoing programme of events
and care very much about the
whole person, socially,
Drawing by Shania Willden.
physically and spiritually. Our
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Our Mission statement says
Jesus at the Centre and we pray
that SBC is a church where
people will be made very
welcome and safe.
SBC stands as a monument to
those people over 100 years ago
who gave it to us. It was not
only their labour but the love
that was mixed with bricks and
mortar and the money, which in
some cases could be ill
afforded, was given with love to
the Lord.
www.stalhambaptist.org.uk

of the village elders, took the boy to a town where he
knew that visiting American doctors were helping at a
clinic.
First they cleared the child’s ears. Then, in what would
be considered an everyday operation in Europe, but
unheard-of in remote Africa, they worked on his eyes –
all for what in Britain would be considered pocket
How much good can ‘small’
money. The baby, who had been destined for an
everyday donations do for charity?
existence of silence and darkness, was returned to his
The answer is – an unexpectedly big
village as a boy who could see and hear.
amount. Writes Ian Boughton.
“We gave him his life,” remarked HHI’s founder calmly as
We hear stories of national
British supporters celebrated. (Unlike the village elders,
campaigns raising tens of millions for one famous cause
who conceded that their village spirits had been
or another. But nobody talks about how our Great Little
overpowered!)
Charities do remarkable things with comparatively small
It was in India that HHI’s founder first realised the
gifts.
situation of the destitute sick. He was having dinner in an
The British are a charitable people, but we do like to
hotel when he looked out to see young children bedding
know how our cash is used - one of our national
down for the night on the pavement, without any
organisations is currently under fire for allegedly
coverings, and at the mercy of gangs demanding
spending £10,000 on ‘rebranding’ itself. By contrast, the
protection money. He realised that some people have no
founder of Health Help International
-one to help them.
recently calculated that his year’s entire
With backing from everyday British supporters,
expenses amounted to zero-point-five per
HHI began to establish and support simple self
cent of income – that is, of every pound
-help workshops and refuges. The stories of
donated, ninety-nine and a half pence
those they help can be harrowing – one Indian
could be spent on doing good. (HHI’s usual
girl who converted to Christianity had nails
average is three or four per cent, which is
driven through her hands by her own family,
still astonishingly frugal.)
so she could ‘be like Jesus’.
And it is surprising what a small amount in
“My family put me in house jail for seven
British terms can do in poorer countries.
years, and my brothers put me into hospital,”
HHI - Sitali, the Zambian she told a British supporter. “I left home with
HHI, which has recently had generous help
who could not walk, with one dress and a Bible, and slept in the ladies’
from the Stalham Baptist Church, works for
wife, child and market
the destitute sick in Zambia and India. It sets
waiting room at the station. Now things are
up special-needs centres, self-help
going well - I have been taken into an old
stall . Picture by Jute
workshops, refuges, schools, and in India
home in a dilapidated condition, and there are
Williams
works to get hospital treatment for certain
many of us helping each other.”
people who would otherwise not be admitted. (The
And all this work is funded by relatively modest projects
destitutes’ ward in Trivandrum general hospital is
contributed by small organisations, churches, and clubs.
something that no Brit would care to experience.)
Many are in South Wales, where the charity is given a
Some of the true stories from this work are astonishing,
room in a church for its HQ, and also in Scotland, where
as are the costs.
the founder grew up. In Norfolk, the Stalham Baptists
In Zambia, HHI discovered a young man whose legs were
have been supportive.
so badly damaged that he was forced to crawl
It is always lots of modest donations from everyday
everywhere in his village and survived only by begging.
people which do it, notes HHI’s administrator Jute
For the price of a week’s groceries in Britain, his legs were Williams succinctly. “Five pounds from Britain will buy a
repaired by a visiting surgeon, and that young man went
lot of medicine in India.”
on to have a family, a child, and begin a small market
trading business. A few British pounds meant that he
Contact details: https://hhi.org.uk
could quite literally stand on his own two feet!
More stories of HHI’s work are in Ian’s book on his travels
Also, in Zambia, HHI supplied a motorbike to help nurses
to HHI’s work in India, “Neesha and the Tentmakers”,
travel into the bush, where a remote village’s entire
which can now be read, free on PDF file, at https://
medical care may amount to one visit from a nurse every
ianfboughton.wixsite.com/website
few months.
Pictured
Word came in of a mother and
The Europeans with the selfchild who were outcasts from
help group they set up in India
one such village – the father
features the founder of HHI,
had died, and the baby was
Ron Prosser, he’s the one far
born deaf and blind. This, said
left with his hands on his
tribal chiefs, was a
knees. In front of him, the
punishment from their gods,
bearded fellow is the truly
because the mother had
great Tom Sutherland, who
become a Christian. The
left Australia as a relatively
charity’s man there headed
young man, to see the work of
out on his new motor bike,
Mother Teresa in India... and
managed to trace mother and
stayed working with her, and
baby, and against the anger
then HHI, for thirty years .

SO MUCH FOR
SO LITTLE

Community Scene Easter 2021

12

www.stalhambaptist.org.uk

A WILL THAT
GAVE THEM THE
HUMP
Jesus often told stories or
parables to teach people about
how they should behave towards
each other or toward God. Writes
Jenny Payne.
This story comes from the Middle
East and is a sort of parable. I
think it illustrates how Jesus
wants us to be peacemakers.
Once upon a time there was a
rich man who lived in the deserts
of the Middle East. You could tell
how rich he was because of the
number of camels he owned. He
was so rich that he owned not 2,
not 4, not 8, not even 16 camels
but 17 camels!
He led a peaceful and prosperous
life and so when he was very old
and near to death, he wrote his
will, explaining how he intended
to leave his wealth to his only
son, his grandson and to his one
nephew. In the will he stated
that one half of his riches should
go to his son, one third should go
to his grandchild and one ninth
of his wealth should go to his
nephew.
This seemed very fair.
Soon after this, the rich man
died. Now, when it came time to
divide up the camels according to
the will, the three relatives ran
into a problem:
* If half the camels were given
to the son, he should get eight
Community Scene Easter 2021

and half , which would mean
killing a camel!
* The grandson should get five
and two thirds of the camels,
which meant killing another
camel!
* When it came to the nephew,
another would have to be killed
for him to get his share!
The three men became frustrated
and soon got incredibly angry
with one another. They shouted
and quarreled and argued and
even threatened to go to war
over the camels for they all knew
that camels were far too precious
to kill. Secretly, they began
stockpiling their weapons and
plotting their battle campaigns.
Now, nearby there lived a very
poor man, you could tell he was
poor because he only owned one
camel. Although he was so poor
and seemed to have no influence,
he still felt he should do
something to help. He wanted to
stop war breaking out. He
wanted to be a peacemaker, but
what could he do?
He decided to offer his one and
only camel, all that he owned,
into the rich man’s inheritance to
help sort out the problem. It was
a huge sacrifice.
So, the inheritance now consisted
of 18 camels.
13

The three men sat down and did
the sums again:
Half of the 18 camels would go
to the son, so he took 9 camels.
One third of the 18 camels
would go to the grandson, so
he took 6 camels.
And one ninth of the 18 would
go to the nephew, so he got 2
camels.

9+6+2=17!
To their great surprise, there was
one camel left over, so the poor
man received his camel back.
He had made peace between the
men by his willingness to give up
all he had and it made all the
difference.
This story reminds me of what
Jesus did for all mankind when
He died on the cross so that our
sins can be forgiven. Jesus
became the peacemaker between
us and God, enabling us to come
to Him, receive forgiveness for
our sins and to live in peace with
Him.
pic
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Meet the folks who
contribute to our
online services

involve as many people as possible in our online
production.
The first 4 services, apart from You Tube clips,
were a selection of audio recordings from our
various presenters. Then we got a little braver
and started to do some video recordings. Now 12
months later all of our contributors have become
expert in using their phones to record and send
Its hard to believe that a year has gone by
an audio file to Greg or doing a video of
since we first heard about Covid 19 and now
themselves and sending that file. What’s App is
almost a year since the government
great for that, and we still say Hoorah and
announced the first lockdown and that churches
thankyou Greg!
had to be closed for worship. When that
Each week on average the service attracts 303 views some
announcement was made, we, as a church, had to decide
of which are regularly watched by more than one person.
how we were to continue providing a church service. Our
Our list of contributors has grown over the last year and
technology expert is Greg Chapman (picture) and he
we say a massive thank you to - Ron Skivington, Jerry
quickly rose to the challenge and advised that he would
Otieno, Pat & Alan Dabbs, Barbara & Geoff Reynolds,
be able to produce an online service if folk sent him the
Norma & David Huxter, David Child, Fran Lenahan, Eileen
material to put together.
& David Neill, Maggie Harpur, Robert Emerson, Diana
Greg (pictured) met with Pastor Ron Skivington and
Gordon, Daniel, Gracie, Poppy & Autumn Nicholson,
church secretary, Diana Gordon, to look at what was able Simone, Elsa and Kalos Otieno, Sue, Abby & Dan St John,
to be done immediately, something which we could build Josh Hollebon, John Applegate, Jan Nicholson, Jenny
upon in time. And so, it was that our first online service
Payne, Elaine Smith, Susie, Steve & Amy English, Jane
was produced on 22nd March 2020. Hoorah! and thankyou Skivington, Maria, Hugo & Jona Marsh, Maureen Kerrison,
Greg.
Florence Reynolds, Eric Hurt, Barbara & Ben Mixer, Greg
We wanted to produce something similar to what people Chapman, Jean Mollett, Sue & John Leaf, David Osborne,
might see on any Sunday they walked into Stalham
Ruth Adams, Pam De’ath, June White, Stewart & Linda
Baptist Church. So, some singing, bible readings, prayers, Marsh, Sheena Jarman.
something for the children and a sermon. Not being able Also all those who have provided artwork.
to produce an online choir we opted for YouTube
ANOTHER HUGE THANKYOU TO YOU ALL
recordings of songs.
At Stalham Baptist Church we view the whole
If you would like to watch SBC’s online services go to https://
www.stalhambaptist.org.uk/ and click on the icon that says
congregation as the ‘Ministry Team’ encouraging people
Join our weekly online service.
to be part of the service and here was an opportunity to
work completion. As a school, they
have maintained frequent
communication, through
Parentmail, and student and staff
emails. Students have been
provided with information about
their work and performance, and
they can seek guidance and support from the staff. The
students have maintained strong growth mindset
qualities during this time, adapting to new ways of
learning, and carrying out work to the best of their
abilities, with the help of all the staff.
The school has now been working hard to be able to
provide live lessons, which will help students and
teachers to keep on top of completing their lessons, to a
high standard. The work can be more catered to the
students, and teachers can support and lead the lessons
alongside the students. This has been provided keeping
safeguarding measures in place, while giving students
more opportunities within their learning.

High School Year 11 Student Katie
reflects on the Pandemic
The Coronavirus Pandemic has meant that we have all
had to adapt to changes. Schools have had to adapt to
allow education to continue and support their students
and families throughout this time. There has been a joint
effort from all in the Stalham High School community to
carry on.
The school community has worked hard and challenged
themselves to adapt and find new ways to learn and
teach under these circumstances.
The school has implemented year group bubbles, with
designated classrooms and social areas, to allow
everyone to carry on learning while minimising the
contact. Mask wearing has been introduced, within
communal areas, as well as social distancing around the
premises. These adaptations have helped the school to
continue with in-person teaching and allowed students
to remain able to socialise with their friends; the level of
teaching and wellbeing of students has been equally
prioritised. The school has created an environment to
make all the staff and students feel safe, while keeping
the setting one of support and learning.
When learning became virtual, the school has worked
together to maintain a good standard of teaching and
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While the school has worked with new ways of teaching
and learning, the well-being of staff, students, and their
families have been equally focused on. The school has
provided students with links to resources that can aid
them during this time and remained in communication to
keep conversations open with students. The pandemic
increased pressure, so the school has made sure students
and staff remain supported. The whole school community
has worked to maintain the school's values.
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Easter Sunday – By Gracie aged 10
I open my eyes, the warm sun’s shining.
It’s Easter day, how exciting!
I wake up my sisters, run downstairs.
“Time to hunt,” I call! “There’s eggs everywhere!”
Under the table, in the sink.

Beside the T.V and in a box that is pink.
We deal out the eggs, admiring their colours, eating some along the way!
After breakfast, we get dressed, then out of the door, ready for our
amazing day!
In the car, we sing some songs, on the way to church.
We get out, say hello to everybody there.
In we go, through the door and find ourselves a chair.
Time in church, on Easter Sunday helps us remember, it’s not about the
eggs.

It’s about remembering that Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins
and now they are washed away.
At the end of the service, we say goodbye to all our church family.
In the car, we ride home.
Then, get ready to go to cosmos!
It’s so exiting, driving there, bursting to see Nanny and Grandad again.
“We’re here, we’re here, we’re at Cosmos! I can see them!”
We give them a big hug, then run inside.
Different food all shapes and colours appear in front of our eyes!
We fill our plates, then say our prayers to Jesus the risen King.
We all then say, “lets tuck in!”
Finally, we go home, have a play, then get tucked into bed.
“That was the best day ever!” Me and my sister said.
Gracie wrote the poem and designed the page.
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